
investigation, to which the science of medicine owes its pres¬
ent stage of advanced progress and wider scope of beneficence ;
and

Whereas, It is not known to this association, or to any
member thereof, that such alleged abuses and cruelties are
being, or have been, perpetrated in any of the biologic or med¬
ical college laboratories in this District, and it is assured by
those in charge of such laboratories that such charges are
without foundation ; and

Whereas, The medical profession throughout the country
does not seem to realize the significance and importance of
such proposed legislation, which, in its direct operation, will
be limited to the District of Columbia, but in its indirect
effects will add impetus and force to this crusade against the
scientific progress of medicine in general, this association
appeals to the American Medical Association for such
expression of the concensus of medical opinion on the subject
as it may in its wisdom see fit to promulgate ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the delegates of this association to the meet¬
ing of the American Medical Association, at Atlanta, Ga.,
be instructed to present this memorial to that Association
and ask a prompt and favorable consideration ; secondly,

Resolved, That a copy of this memorial be sent to the Jour¬
nal of the American Medical Association, with the request
that it be published in the next ensuing issue of that Journal.

W. P. Carr, M.D., J. R. Wellington, M.D.
President. Secretary.

Tbe American Orthopedic Association.—Preliminary program of
the tenth annual meeting to be held at Buffalo, May 19, 20 and
21, 1896 :

The President's Address. Royal Whitman, New York.
Some practical points in the treatment of Lateral Curvature

of the Spine. A. B. Judson, New York.
Some Etiological factors in Lateral Curvature of the Spine.

E. G. Brackett, Boston.
Cases illustrating the absurdity of treating ordinary Lateral

Curvature (Scoliosis), by Spinal Supports. Bernard Roth,
F.R.C.S., London.

The rationale of Gymnastic Exercise and Pressure Correc¬
tion in the treatment of Scoliosis. L. A. Weigel, Rochester.

The rapid cure of Rotary Lateral Curvature of the Spine
and other postural deformities by means of thorough develop¬
ment, and corrective exercises with heavy weights. With a

demonstration of the method. (By invitation). Jacob Tesch-
ner, New York.

A simple and efficient brace for Lateral Curvature. S. L.
McCurdy, Pittsburg.

Congenital Misplacement of the Femur anteriorly. DeFor-
est Willard, Philadelphia.

Further remarks on Congenital Dislocation of the Hip.
Bernard E. Brodhurst, F.R.C.S., London.

Report of a case of double Congenital Dislocation of the Hip,
treated by the Lorenz method of operation. Reginald H.
Sayre, New York.

The Cure of Congenital Dislocation of the Hip by means of
the "functional weighing" method, without open operation.
Adolf Lorenz, Vienna.

Spontaneous Dislocation of the Hip. William J. Taylor,
Philadelphia.

The treatment of Club-foot : (a) When to commence treat¬
ment and how. (6) The indications for mechanical treatment,
(c) The limitations of mechanical treatment, (d) The indica¬
tions for operative treatment, (e) Results in 343 operations
performed by the writer. A. M. Phelps, New York.

Investigations on Flat-foot. E. H. Bradford, Boston.
Mechanical Support for Flat-foot. John C. Schapps,

Brooklyn.
The Anterior Transverse Arch of the Foot. Joel E. Gold-

thwait, Boston.
Injuries of the Tarsus and the Ankle Joint. J. D. Griffith,

Kansas City.
Subtendinous Exostosis. E. G. Brackett, Boston.
The mechanical treatment of Ingrown Toe Nail. Henry

Ling Taylor, New York.
The operative treatment of Paralytic Deformities of the Foot

with particular reference to Arthrodesis. V. P. Gibney, New
York.

Some mechanical problems in the treatment of Pott's dis¬
ease. John C. Schapps, Brooklyn.

The operative treatment of threatening abscesses in the high
dorsal region. E. H. Bradford, Boston.

The treatment of Pott's Paraplegia with a report of two
cases. LeRoy W. Hubbard, New York.

Osteomyelitis of the Spine. T. Halsted Myers, New York.
Suppuration in Joint and Spinal disease and its relation to

Tubercular Meningitis. An Analytic study. Samuel Ketch,
New York.

A study of the action of Iodoform Glycerin in tubercular
osteomyelitis. Harry M. Sherman, San Francisco.

Joint disease in Infancy. Augustus Thorndyke, Boston.
The use of Dry Heat of high temperature in the treatment

of Chronic Joint Affections. William E. Wirt, Cleveland.
A theory of the Ultimate Etiology of Deformity and its

practical application. Royal Whitman, New York.
The probable cause of the limp in the first and second stage

of Hip Joint Disease. Harry M. Sherman, San Francisco.
Femoral Osteotomy for correction of hip deformity in adults,

with a report of cases. (By invitation). A. R. Shands,
Washington.

A report of cases of Osteosarcoma of the Hip. Arthur J.
Gillette, St. Paul.

Division of the hamstring tendons by the open method for
correcting malposition and securing rest in Tubercular Disease
of the knee. Bernard Bartow, Buffalo.

Tuberculosis of the wrist and carpus. James E. Moore,
Minneapolis.

Symptoms and treatment of Slight Knock Knee in children.
Robert W. Lovett, Boston.

Two cases of Dislocation of the Patella treated by operation.
Joel E. Goldthwait, Boston.

Some notes on Spastic Paralysis in children. F. S. Coolidge,
Chicago.

Some recent modifications in the treatment of Congenital
Wry Neck. William Adams, F.R.C.S., London.

Contracted Fingers. Arthur J. Gillette, St. Paul.
Congenital Club Hand, the report of a case treated by oper¬

ation. (By invitation). C. Thomson, Scranton.
Rare cases from Practice. A. J. Steele, St. Louis.
A report of some cases of unusual Congenital Deformities.

John Ridlon, Chicago.
Congenital defects of the long bones, a report of cases and

operations. B. E. McKenzie, Toronto.
Deformities of the Humérus due to Rickets. Augustus

Thorndyke, Boston.
A report of a Family of Anomalies. S. L. McCurdy

Pittsburg.
Readers will please prepare abstracts of their papers, in

order that the proceedings of the meeting may be satisfactorily
reported. John Ridlon, M.D., Secretary,

103 State Street, Chicago.
Royal Whitman, M.D., President,

126 West 59th Street, New York.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
The New York State Board of Health bulletin for month of

February gives total deaths in the State 9,825 as against 8,789
as average for series of years for same month.

The Registration of the physicians of Hamilton County (Ohio)
showed 790 who desired to practice in Cincinnati. The arrange¬
ment made by Dr. Chas. A. L. Reed, whereby registration was

made at his office, met with hearty approval and merited the
thanks of the profession, for by his action they were saved the
trouble and expense of either sending their diplomas and affi¬
davits to Columbus or making the trip in person. Dr. Frank
Winders, the secretary of the Board, spent the three days in
Cincinnati, and Dr. N. R. Coleman came down for two days to
give any desired information. He made important rulings in
several questions, among which were, as to whether the internes
of hospitals, and physicians from outside the State who held
college clinics here, were compelled to register. Both these he
decided in the affirmative.

Ignorance of Adulteration no Defense.—In the enactment of the
Ohio statute of 1884, " to provide against the adulteration of
food and drugs," the supreme court of Ohio says, in the case
of State v. Kelly, Feb. 25, 1896, that it was the evident purpose
of the general assembly to protect the public against the harm¬
ful consequences of the sales of adulterated foods and drugs,
and, to the end that its purpose might not be defeated, to
require the seller, at his peril, to know that the article which
he offers for sale is not adulterated, or to demand of those from
whom he purchases indemnity against the penalties that may
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be imposed upon him because of their concealment of the adul¬
teration of the articles. In a prosecution under this law, it is
not a defense that the accused was ignorant of the adulteration
of the article which he sold or offered for sale.

The Water-cooler on Railway Cars and Typhoid Fever. —According
to the Insurance Monitor, the intimate relation of typhoid
fever to the water tank of the railway car, was strikingly exem¬

plified a few weeks since by the experience of the medical direc¬
tor of one of our principal life companies. His family had been
sojourning for the summer at a popular resort. Very shortly
after returning to his home, three children were simultane¬
ously taken down with the disease. No other case had occurred
among the numerous guests. The origin was investigated, and
it was found that the water tanks on the train returning had
been filled from a village well on the way. The fever was rag¬
ing there among those who were using the water. The trifling
quantity drank during the few hours of transit was sufficient
to implant the germs of the disease.

Again the Oyster.—Our English cousins are very tenacious of
an idea once lodged in their sensoria. They have convicted
the oyster of various malefic powers, as in the causation of
Asiatic cholera, typhoid fever, etc. And now whenever death
follows the ingestion of the bivalve the odds are that it is in
some way connected with the fatal result. Thus when Col.
John T. North, the famous "Nitrate King," died suddenly a

few days since, while presiding at a meeting of the nitrate com¬

panies of which he was the head, and it was learned that
shortly before the meeting he had eaten a dozen oysters, what
more natural than to conclude—post hoc, propter hoc—that the
oysters had caused the death? We are seriously informed by
cable that "the shells have been retained for examination."
Those who have seen Col. North within the last few years will
have no difficulty in believing that his sudden death was due to
fatty heart rather than to his oyster luncheon per se,
and no true American will be deterred by this untoward inci¬
dent from indulging, in due season, in the O. virginica what¬
ever he may think of the O. edulis.

If faithfulness of Buffalo.—The death rates of American cities
are among the vexations of the sanitarian and the vital statis¬
tician. The total deaths may be known and recorded with
substantial accuracy : but as to the population of any given
city—well, one man's guess is as good as another's. In New
York, for example, up to April 27, 1895, the population was
"estimated" at 2,013,723, and the death rate for the week
ended on that date—the total deaths reported being 885—was
figured at 22.93 per annum in the weekly report of the New
York Health Department. In the report for the following
week this rate shot up to 25.07, while the deaths reported were

890, or only five more than for the previous week. The ex¬

planation is found in a footnote on the first page of the May 4
report : "Police census, April 15,1895,1,849,866"—a shrinkage
of more than 7 percent, in the "estimated" population. Sim¬
ilarly as to Chicago, which has been boasting of its "phenom¬
enal healthfulness." Its alleged death rate of 15.24 per 1,000
in 1894, now turns out to be based on a population "padded"
5 per cent, by the school census people of that year ; and its
death rate of 15.14 for last year is based on a 2.05 per cent,
increase over the "padded" school census figures of the pre¬
vious year. Dr. Gram, Registrar of vital Statistics of the Buf¬
falo Health Department, has chosen a better way. While he
does not hesitate to figure out death rates on population more
or less "estimated," he also gives a table of deaths reported
year by year, showing an astonishing reduction in the past five
years, as witness : 1891, deaths 6,001, rate 23.48 ; 1892, 5,697,
19.98; 1893, 5,711, 19.03; 1894, 5,280, 16.76; 1895, 4,684, 13.95.
Assuming that the population has been stationary 'during this
period, here is a falling off of nearly 22 per cent, in the actual
number of deaths in five years. Dr. Gram says: "Undoubt-

edly the cause of this great reduction in the number of deaths
is mainly due to the decrease in communicable diseases, in¬
cluding consumption, the percentage of deaths in these having
decreased from 7.42 in 1891 to 4.04 in 1895." He somewhat
ingenuously adds : "This fact [the decrease in the actual num¬
ber of deaths] has undoubtedly manifested itself to most prac¬
titioners when they made a comparison between their present
and past book accounts, and no small number have made inves¬
tigations as to the cause." Verily, the physician who relies
for his income on the demand for his services in the treatment
and not the prevention of disease, has fallen on evil times.
Sanitas sanitatem, omnia sanitas!

An Object Lesson for Antlvaccinists.—The city of Gloucester, in
the west of England, has for years been the center and head¬
quarters of the antivaccination movement in that country.
The authorities charged with securing vaccination have for
nine years, or more, persistently and successfully resisted all
efforts to compel them to do their duty. Naturally and logi¬
cally, smallpox is now reaping its harvest. During the first
three and a half months of the present year 1,300 cases had
been notified and at last accounts fresh cases were occurring
daily. The population of Gloucester is 42,000, so that during
the period mentioned one out of every thirty-two or thirty-
three of the inhabitants had already been attacked. In com¬
mon with the general experience of all smallpox epidemics, as
far as records of cases that have already occurred are avail¬
able, they show amongst other things, that the heaviest per¬
centage of mortality has been among the unvaccinated, and
that where unvaccinated patients have not actually died they
have suffered severely, and in a great number of cases will be
permanently disfigured or blind. The vaccinated infants have
escaped, whilst the unvaccinated ones have suffered heavily,
and where adults who have been vaccinated, often inefficiently,
in their infancy, have been attacked, the severity of the disease
has been mitigated, and the attack has frequently been so mild
as to be scarcely perceptible.

The British Medical Journal, April 25, says : "The epidemic
has had a marvelous effect in promoting vaccination throughout
the country, and has to a great extent counteracted during the
last few weeks the mischief caused by the delay which has been
allowed to occur in the issue of the report of the Royal Commis¬
sion on Vaccination. The guardians of the Gloucester Union,
after refusing for nine years to enforce the law, have at last, but
too late, repented of their folly, and have issued notices urging
parents and others to obtain the prompt vaccination of their
children, as ' the only means of promptly stamping out the
present epidemic of smallpox.' The result of this change of
front, aided by the vigorous action of the Town Council, has
been that within a few weeks upward of 25,000 vaccinations
and revaccinations have been performed in a population of
about 42,000. It is to be hoped that this scramble for vaccina¬
tion during a panic will not result in the performance of much
unprotective vaccination. At the same time, one after another
of the apathetic and recalcitrant boards of guardians have
resolved once more to enforce the vaocination acts, and to wait
no longer for the long delayed report of the Royal Commission."

Health Reports.—The following health reports have been
received in the office of the Supervising Surgeon-General
Marine-Hospital Service :

smallpox—united states.

Michigan : Bay City, Detroit, Ionia and Marine City, April
11 to 18, smallpox reported.

Kansas : Leavenworth, March 28 to April 4, 2 cases.
Louisiana : New Orleans, April 11 to 18, 37 cases, 28 deaths.
Florida : Pensacola, April 22, 1 case.

SMALLPOX—FOREIGN.

Bombay, March 17 to 24, 32 deaths.
Buda Pesth, March 25 to April 1, 2 cases.
Cairo, March 11 to 18, 1 death.
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Calcutta, March 7 to 14, 6 deaths.
Callao, March 8 to 15, 5 deaths.
 Cardiff, April 4 to 11, 2 cases.
Cienfuego, April 5, to 12, 2 deaths.
Dublin, April 4 to 11, 1 case.
Guayaquil, April 3 to 10, 4 deaths.
Hong Kong, March 1 to 14, 2 cases, 1 death.
Leeds, April 4 to 11, 1 case.
Madrid, April 1 to 7, 13 deaths.
Montevideo, March 14 to 21, 1 case, 1 death.
•Odessa, March 28 to April 4, 11 cases.
Prague, March 28 to April 4, 5 cases.
Rio de Janeiro, March 14 to 28, 18 cases, 9 deaths.
St. Petersburg, March 21 to 28, 13 cases, 2 deaths.
Swansea, April 4 to 11, 5 cases, 1 death.
Trieste, March 28 to April 4, 1 case.
Santiago de Cuba, March 30 to April 4, 1 death.
Southampton, March 28 to April 4, 3 cases.

CHOLERA.
Bombay, March 17 to 24, 3 deaths.
Calcuta, March 7 to 14, 140 deaths.

YELLOW FEVER.

Rio de Janeiro, March 14 to 21, 638 cases, 459 deaths.
 Sagua la Grande, April 4 to 11, 3 cases.
Santiago de Cuba, March 30 to April 4, 5 deaths.

Additional Report Received May 1.
smallpox—united states.

Louisiana : New Orleans, April 18 to 25, 69 cases, 20 deaths ;
Shreveport, April 18 to 25, 12 cases in pest house.

Michigan : Bay City, April 18 to 25, smallpox reported ;
Ionia, April 18 to 25, smallpox reported.

Ohio : Dayton, April 16 to 30, 2 cases.
SMALLPOX—FOREIGN.

Acapulco, April 11 to 18, 2 cases, 2 deaths.
Birmingham, April 11 to 18, 4 cases.
Bombay, March 24 to 31, 47 deaths.
Calcutta, March 14 to 21, 3 deaths.
Cardiff, April 11 to 18, 1 case.
Genoa, April 11 to 18, 1 case.
Glasgow, April 4 to 11, 1 case.
Guayaquil, April 10 to 17, 5 deaths.
Leeds, April 11 to 18, 1 death.
London, Eng., April 4 to 11, 21 cases.
Madrid, April 7 to 14, 11 deaths.
Moscow, April 21 to 28,1 case.
Naples, March 31 to April 13, 25 cases, 10 deaths.
Odessa, April 4 to 11, 13 cases, 4 deaths.
Paris, April 4 to 11, 1 death.
Prague, April 4 to 11, 3 cases.
St. Petersburg, April 4 to 11, 15 cases, 6 deaths.
Swansea, April 11 to 18, 11 cases.
Tuxpan, April 11 to 18, 8 deaths.
Warsaw, April 4 to 11, 3 deaths.
Alexandria, March 26 to April 1, 1 death.
Cairo, March 26 to April 1, 3 deaths.

CHOLERA—FOREIGN.

Alexandria, March 18 to 25, 1 death.
Bombay, March 24 to 31, 8 deaths.
Calcutta, March 14 to 21,173 deaths.

BUBONIC PLAGUE.
Hong Kong, March 14 to 28, 83 deaths.

MISCELLANY.
The Iowa Public Health Association will meet at Davenport,

Iowa, May 19 and 20.
A Boston merchant, who declines to have his name published,

is reported to have given §100,000 to Harvard University to
-establish a department of comparative pathology.

Alabama Exempts Dentists from Jury Duty.—A law was passed
in Alabama in 1895 providing that all practicing dentists in the
State shall be exempt from jury duty.

Burden of Proof as to Insanity in Georgia.—Where insanity at
the time of the commission by an adult of an indictable act is
«et up as a defense, the supreme court of Georgia holds, in
Keener v. State, decided Dec. 13, 1895, the burden of proving
the alleged insanity by a preponderance of the evidence rests
upon the accused.

College Commencements.
—

Commencement exercises of the
Maryland University School of Medicine, Baltimore, Md., were
held April 16 with sixty-one graduates. Gross Medical College,
Denver, Colo., graduated twenty-six new M.D.'s April 9.

Recognition of "Rush."—At a quarterly meeting of the council
of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, held April 9,
the President, Mr. Christopher Heath, being in the chair, it
was resolved that Rush Medical College of Chicago should be
added to the list of foreign institutions recognized by the
Examining Board for the complete course of study required by
the regulations.

Physicians Can Sell Drugs in Alabama.—A law was passed in
Alabama in 1895 that all regularly graduated physicians, who
have complied with the laws of the State, as they now are,
entitling them to practice medicine, are also authorized to fill
prescriptions of other physicians, compound medicines and
poisons, and sell the same, and to carry on the business of a

druggist, or a drug store, or apothecary shop.
Low Patent For Holding Artificial Teeth Invalid. Feb. 14, 1896,

the United States Circuit Court, E. D., New York, held in
the case of International Tooth-Crown Co. v. Bennett, that
the patent, No. 238,940, granted to James E. Low, dated March
15, 1881, for a method of permanently fixing artificial teeth to
the mouth by bands around the natural teeth, in dentistry, is
void, on account of prior knowledge and use.

Successful Serum Treatment of Leprosy.—El Monitor Médico,
of Lima, March 1, reports the results of fifteen cases of leprosy
treated with serum by Carrasquilla of Bogota. The disease
was certainly arrested by the very first dose, and all the local
symptoms gradually subsided ; sensibility, appetite and cheer¬
fulness returned, and Carrasquilla considers them practically
cured.

Coal Mining Not Conducive to Malignant Disease.—According to
the British Medical Journal, Mr. T. Law Webb, surgeon of
two coal fields in Shropshire, says that books of the district
registrar show that of all those whose deaths are registered as

due to malignant disease during the past thirty years, only
two are described as coal minors. This immuntity is thought
to be owing to the fact that they work underground, and do
not drink casual water.

Tracheotomy Tubes for Race.Horses.—According to the Boston
Medical and Surgical Journal, the prevention of "roaring" in
race-horses otherwise valuable, has been a desideratum of
horse breeders for many years. It has been accomplished by
the simple surgical operation of tracheotomy. The value of
this procedure is attested by the fact that in the Selling
Steeplechase at the second January meeting at Manchester,
England, the horses that finished first, second and fourth, wore

silver tubes in their windpipes.
A National Conference of sanitarians, including representatives

from all the State boards of health, will convene in Chicago
June 10, and remain in session for at least three days. C. O.
Probst, M.D., Secretary of the National Board, and John W.
Scott, M.D., Secretary of the Illinois State Board of Health,
with Commissioner Kerr and Dr. F. W. Reilly of the Chicago
health department, have completed plans for the convention.
The visiting delegates will be welcomed by Governor Altgeld
on behalf of the State and by Mayor Swift for the city. Every
State board has been asked to submit propositions for discus¬
sion, with the result that all topics of interest in sanitary sci¬
ence will be presented. The program includes excursions to,
and inspection of the drainage canal, the cribs and intakes of
the city water supply and the stockyards.

Heraldic Devices for Medical Men.—According to the Brooklyn
Medical 'Journal, the tribute of a banquet has lately been
attended in honor of the veteran galvano-cauterist, Dr. Johr
Byrne. Dr. Shoop, responding to a toast, said he was re-
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